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Yorksh i re  Braneh . - -The  Annual Meeting of the Branch, which was 
held on Saturday, the 21st July, 1906, was chiefly devoted to a tour of 
inspection of cowsheds recently erected at the various farms on the 
Farnley Ball Estate, near Otley. The following gentlemen were present, 
many being accompanied by ladies in the later part of the proceedings : 
Drs. Arbuckle (Thorne), Angus (Bing]ey), Bennett (0tley), Burman 
(Wath), Collier (Ripon), Erskine (Goole), Gibson (Wakefield), Green 
(Ripon), Balliwetl (Dewsbury), Hargreaves (Wetherby), Bebblethwaite 
(Burley), Johnstone (Ilkley), Kaye (Wakefield), Logan (Barrogate), 
Pearce (Darton), Percival (Knottingley), Robinson (Rotherham), Sisam 
(Wakefield), Smith (York), Thorp (Holmfirth), Williamson (Otley). 

The election of Officers for the ensuing year resulted as follows: 
President: E. M. Smith, M.D. (York). Vice-Presidents : F. J. Burman, 
J. T. Neech, F. W. Martin, S. G. Moore, W. S. Wade. Council: 
A. Anderson, D. L. Anderson, H. W. Arbuckle, J. Buck, J. S. Cameron, 
A. M. Erskine, W. A. Evans, R. Forsyth, T. Gibson, T. O. Halliwell, 
E. B. Hicks, W. L. Hunter, T. Johnstone, J. Knight, J. R. Lambert, 
C. J. R. McLean, A. Robinson, W. Scatterty, H. Scurfield, T. B. Stedman, 
A. C. J. Wilson, d. M. Wilson. Representatives on Central Council: 
J. M. Wilson, with the President and Hun. Sec. Hon. Sec. and Treasurer : 
J. R. Kaye. 

INSPECTION OF COWSHEDS, 

As already mentioned, the principal item on the agenda was the 
inspection of various new farm buildings on the estate of F. B. Fawkes, 
Esq., of Farnley Ball. This was accomplished by driving in wagonettes 
from Weeton Station to some half dozen farms situate at Stainburn, 
Lindley, and Farnley Moor; a number of the Sanitary Inspectors 
of the West Riding accompanied. At each of the farms visited, 
the old-fashioned cowsheds had been replaced by new, stone-built and 
stone-slated struct-ares, designed by the owner, and carried out by the. 
estate workmen. Every detail of construction had evidently received 
careful consideration, and Mr. Fawkes kindly conducted the inspecting 
party and explained the practicM aspects of many features. The following 
points may be specially referred to :--  

Flooring.--This is of good grooved concrete (except the fore portion 
of the cowstands). Emphasis was placed on the necessity of having good 
cement concrete, and it was mentioned that on one occasion, when a 
portion of flooring was done by contract, the work was so scamped that 
it speedily crumbled, and found its way gradually into the liquid manure 
tank. 

Manure Gr@.--Mr. Fawkes objects to a simple trench, because the 
solids are apt to dam up the liquids and prevent them getting speedily 
away. Be therefore arranges it so that the wider portion of the trench 
on to which the solids fall is slightly graded horizontally to permit the 
liquids quickly to reach the deeper channel, where they find uninterrupted 
egr~ess. 
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Lighting is entirely by skylights. These are distributed over the roof 
a t  10 to 13 feet centres, irrespective of aspect, each light being 18in. by 
3ft. 6in. This method of lighting is found to afford a more even illumina- 
tion of the building than  can be obtained by side windows. 

Ventilation is obtained by ridge outlets and by permanent inlets near 
the eaves. The latter consist of elbow pipes built through the wall, 
with the bend internally directing the air upwards so as to avoid draughts 
blowing on to the beasts. The outlets consist of raised ridge tiles, 10ft. 
apart, with 1½in. openings 2ft. long. These ridge ventilators are made 
of concrete, as the !ocal stone quickly perishes, whilst wooden louvre 
turrets will not stand the weather in these exposed positions. 

Cowstand.--The flooring of the fore part  of the cowstand is composed 
of clay, the under par t  of which has had a small admixture of ashes. 
The object of this is to provide against the damage which concrete floors 
sometimes inflict on the cows' knees. In  one cowshed the clay has been 
down over a year without renewal, and it was still in satisfactory 
condition, whilst at  another cowshed, where the stand was concrete 
throughout, the cows' knees had obviously damaged the concrete, and we 
were assured not without injury to themselves. 

Measurements.--Taking a section of a cowshed arranged for a single 
row of stalls, the following are the measurements : -  

Feeding passage between walt .and trough . .  5ft. 6in. 
Glazed half-round trough lft. 6in. and brick- 

work 9in . . . . . . .  . . . .  2ft. 3in. 
Stand (front part  clay;  back part  concrete) 4ft. 6in. 
First portion of manure trench (sunk 3in. and 

falhng slightly to the second portion) .. lft. 6in. 
Second portion of manure trench to drain away 

liquids . . . . . . . . .  lft. 3in. 
Passage with a fali to the trench . . . .  4ft. 0in. 

Width between walls 19ft. 0in. 

As regards width of stall, the buildings were not  slavishly limited to 
one size, provision having been made for different requirements. Double 
stands varied from 5ft. 9in. to 6ft. 6in. in width ; double stalls for heifers 
5ft. ; single stalls 3ft. ; single stall for bull 4ft. 

The stall division-posts are of oak, 4ft. high a t  the tail, rising 6in. to 
the head. 

The cowshed doors are 6ft. 9in. high by 4ft. wide, cut across horizontally 
a t  the height of 4ft. Catches are provided for fastening them back. 
The uprights of the door frames are let into iron slippers, so as to avoid 
rotting. 

At each place loose boxes of various sizes have been provided, not 
communicating with the cowsheds, and the farmer is left to utilize these 
according to his needs. For instance, one measuring 12ft. by  19ft. was 
being used for a foaling mare, another for a poorly cow. Some measuring 
8ft. 6in. by 8ft. 9in. were available for calves or for pigs. 

At each of the farms visited, the par ty  had the benefit of hear ing the 
practical views of the tenants, and several helpful discussions took place. 
There were also demonstrations on the cooling of milk, and other up-to- 
date dairy methods. 

The drive between the several farms was along comltry lanes in one 
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of the most beautiful parts of Wharfedale, skirting the romantic Alms- 
ctiffe Cragg, and the Lindley Reservoir of the Leeds Corporation, situate 
in the Washburn Valley. Eventually the party entered the beautiful 
park of Farnley, and shortly found themselves at Mr. Fawkes' mansion, 
commanding an extensive view of the district. Afternoon tea was served 
within the hall, and subsequently the party enjoyed the rare treat of 
inspecting the fine coUection of water-colour drawings by J. M. W. Turner, 
R.A., who did a great deal of his best work at Farnley Hall. Various 
relics of the civil war were also examined with great interest, including 
Cromwell's hat, sword, and watch, and some of Fairfax's accoutrements. 

The time having now arrived for departure, Dr. Kaye took the oppor- 
tunity of proposing a hearty vote o f  thanks to Mr. Fawkes. He said: 
" Before we separate after this instructive and enjoyable outing, I am 
sure we all desire to express in some way our indebtedness and deep 
gratitude to the gentleman who has made it possible for us to enjoy so 
many privileges this afternoon. Mr. Fawkes has not only made it possible 
for us to see something of what an enlightened policy can do for dairy- 
farming, but he has laid himself out in every way for our special benefit, 
by  personally accompanying us on our round of inspection, and explaining 
at every point his own practical views on the subject of cowshed sanitation. 
Some of us know what a hindrance to progress is ~he ' absent landlord,' 
but  Mr. Fawkes is surely a conspicuous example of the landlord at home ; 
and we must all congratulate him on the progress which he has achieved, 
and on the excellent pattern which he is providing, and which, it is to be 
hoped, will be copied far and wide. We have seen something practical 
and sensible this afternoon in the way of cowsheds from the point of view 
of the owner who provides them, and also from the standpoint of the 
tenant farmer--not  a highly theoretical cowshed with white tiles and dados 
~nd that  sort of thing. We have had discussions with both farmer 
and landlord on questions of flooring, lighting, drainage, and ventilation, 
and we shall go away better than we came in several respects. Those 
of us who come from towns whose milk supply is necessarily imported 
from the country, will carry home with us a feeling of satisfaction that 
the  Country cowsheds are not all so black as they are painted, and that  
there is a general movement on foot, the beneficial results of which 
will be widespread and inestimable. 

" N o t  content with the treat which he has given us outside, Mr. 
Fawkes has brought us under his own roof, and very kindly and effectually 
dispelled the appetites which we must confess we discovered on his 
estate. He has also given us the rare privilege of examining the famous 
a r t  treasures and antiquaries for which Farnley Hall is world-renowned. 
For all this we are deeply indebted to Mr. Fawkes, and I beg to propose 
that  we accord to him a very hearty vote of thanks." 

Mr. Jackson, Chairman of the Wharfedale Rural District Council, 
sa~d : " I  have very great pleasure in seconding the proposal which has 
been so ably put  by Dr. Kaye. I, personally, know Mr. Fawkes, not only 
as a model landlord, but as a member of our Rural District Council, 
and I can assure you that  in that  capacity he is equally as painstaking 
and equally as business-like as you have seen this afternoon. In  most 
cases you will find that. progressive sanitarians are afraid of landlords 
being on district councils, but if they were all like Mr. Fawkes, the more 
of them the better! He has his own views on dairy farming, but he is 
not  arbitrary in any way ; he asks his tenants to express their opinions, 
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and he aims at providing that  which is best from a practical point of view. 
With regard to the discussion which has taken place on the best kind 
of flooring for the cows to kneel on, I agree with Mr. Fawkes that  clay is 
best if you get the proper kind, and mix it with a little ash, such as we 
have seen to-ctuy. I have very grea t pleasure in seconding the motion." 

Dr. T. Johnstone, of Ilkley, supported the motion, stating that  the 
meeting ought to be thankful to Providence for a fine day, and thankful 
to Mr. Fawkes for a splendid treat--sanitary, artistic, antiquarian, 
horticultural, and gastronomical. He also wished to include an expression 
of thanks to Mr. Slater, the sanitary inspector of the Whaffedale Rural 
District, whose energetic efforts were responsible for perfecting many 
of the details of the day's  programme. 

The vote was carried unanimously by acclamation. 
Mr. Fawkes:  " Dr. Kaye, Dr. Johnstone, ladies and gen t lemen , -  

Thank you very much for the kind words which you have said about me. 
I hope that  I am trying to do my duty as one ought to do, not only one's 
duty to one's neighbours, but  to tenants and servants and dependants 
generally. All people never agree about the details of any measure, 
but all can agree that  a certain general scheme of advancement is a good 
one, and I am glad to have your general approval, as sanitarians, of what 
you have seen this afternoon. 

" W i t h  regard to what has been said about the cows standing on concrete, 
I am firmly convinced that  clay is preferable, if you get the right sort, 
which will not turn to dust. That is a matter of no little importance 
to the farmer, because if a cow gets 'housemaid's  knee,' buyers look 
askance at her, and there is an altogether unnecessary depreciation in 
price, which means loss to the farmer. 

" I  meant to have mentioned the ' h i t  and miss '  windows which you 
saw in some of the earlier cowsheds. I am not sure tha t  the mistal 
wants ventilation there at  all. I t  wants to come in near to the eaves, 
and go out at the ridge. We are replacing these ' hit and miss '  windows 
with an improved louvre arrangement, which deflects the air upwards, 
and so prevents draughts on to the cow. 

" I t  is astonishing what a lot of things there are to Iearn when one takes 
up a question like this. During the last six years I have had to make 
endless notes of little improvements which one sees or hears of, or adapts 
to one's own needs. I happened to be near Skipton, and saw some very 
good concrete water troughs, whereas here we had stone and galvanized 
iron, which were neither of them proving satisfactory. I have since had 
many of these concrete troughs made. They take two bags of cement 
at 3s. each, and then there is the gravel and the labour, so that  a trough 
such as you saw costs from 8s. to 10s., and is in every way satisfactory, 
withstanding frost admirably. 

" I  thank you again for your kind vote of thanks, and if any gentleman 
has any suggestions or criticisms regarding anything which has been 
shown this afternoon, I should be most happy to profit by it." 

Mr. Slater, replying to the expression of thanks accorded to him, stated 
that he had derived nothing but pleasure from the meeting. He had been 
anxious to let the townsfolk know that  they must not blame the rural 
people for all the faults of the milk supply. Here in Wharfedale they 
were trying to do their duty, and they had a standard for cowsheds far 
superior to that of the large towns. He wished all sanitary inspectors 
received the same encouragement and support from their authority as 
was the case in Wharfedale. 


